
Lepidosperma australe

Culm
not 
square 
in 
section

Culm square in 
section

Leaves 
reduced to 
sheathing 
bracts or 
tubular Not as 

above

Leaves 
reduced 
to 
sheathing 
bracts

Leaves 
tubular 
Continued 
on page 6

Sheathing 
bracts only 
basal

Sheathing 
bracts 
basal and 
cauline Baumea juncea

Culms with 
longitudinal 
and 
transverse 
septae

Culms 
circular

Not as 
above

Not as 
above
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Key
Rare native plant
Native plant
Non-Invasive exotic plant
Invasive exotic plant

Top of 
sheathing bract 
thickened and 
mucronate

Eleocharis acuta

Eleocharis sphacelataCulms 
distinctly 
septate Schoenoplectus          

tabernaemontani

Culms 
trigonous

Schoenoplectus
californicus

Culm soft 
with spongy 
pith

Juncus effusus

Flowers 
clustered at 
branch tips

Juncus edgariae

Sheaths with 
sickle shaped 
mucro

Leaves not reduced 
to sheathing bracts 

or tubular
Continued on 

page 2
Apodasmia similisNot as above
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Carex secta

Bolboschoenus
fluviatilis

Bolboschoenus 
medianus

Cyperus ustulatus

Leaves 
linear

Stems 
triangular

Plant 
not a 
tussock

Plant 
tuberous

Leaf with 
sharp scabrid
margin

Continued on page 5

Leaf with 
smooth margin

Stems 
not 
triangular

Plant a tussock 
often with a 
trunk-like base

Continued from page 1

Nut 
trigonous

Compressed 
nut with 
convex sides

Nut not 
trigonous Compressed 

nut with 
depressed 
sides

Bolboschoenus 
caldwellii

Seed heads 
oval, dark 
brownLeaves not reduced to 

sheathing bracts or 
tubular

Seed heads 
round, 
green and 
pale brown

Cyperus eragrostis
Plant not 
tuberous

Schoenoplectus
pungens

Leaves 
flabellately
arranged

Continued on page 4
Leaves not 

linear 
Continued 
on page 3

Leaves not 
flabellately
arrangedPage 2



Continued from page 2

Lythrum salicaria
Leaves 
undivided

Petioles 
trianglular

Ranunculus scleratus

Rorippa palustris

Sagitaria platyphylla

Leaves 
cauline

Leaves not 
hastate

Leaves 
hastate

Leaves 
with 3-5 
lobes

Leaves 
divided

Petioles 
semi-
circular

Leaves 
basal

Leaves 
pinnate

Leaves not
linear Petiole triangular Sagitaria sagittifolia

Leaves 
lanceolate Alisma lanceolatum

Leaves 
broad 
ovate

Sagitaria montevidensisPetiole semi-circular

Alisma plantago-
aquatica
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Continued from page 2

Zizania latifoliaLeaf with 
sharp scabrid
margins

Leaves with 
smooth 
margins

Typha orientalis

Sparganium 
subglobosum

Iris pseudacorus

Leaves 
strongly 
folded 
at base

Phormium tenax

Leaves 
flabellately
arranged Leaves with 

twist in 
upper 
portion

Leaves 
sword-
shaped

Not as 
above

Leaves not strongly 
folded at base

Leaves not 
sword-shaped

Page 4



Ligule
hairy

Spartina alterniflora

Spartina anglica

Glyceria maxima

Phalaris arundinacea

Habitat 
intertidal, 
estuarine

Habitat 
predominantly 

freshwater

Continued from page 2

Shoots >8mm 
diameter, ligule
1-2mm

Shoots < 8mm 
diameter, ligule
2-3 mm

Leaves not
flabellately
arranged Sheath with 

cross veins

Ligule
membranous

Leaves not 
hastate

Phragmites australis
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Continued from page 1

Leaves and 
culms 
distinctly 
septate

Baumea articulata

Leaves 
tubular Rhizome short, 

woody, without 
papery scales 
(estuarine)

Juncus kraussii

Baumea rubiginosa 
Nuts 
orange

Not as above

Rhizomes long 
covered in papery 
scales Nuts 

white Baumea arthrophylla
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