
 

 

  

Head wedge-shaped; antennae retract 
into head; ligula fork-shaped? 

Procerci 5-10x as high as
wide; pr les absent 

NO

NO

Y

NO

YES

NO

NO

YES

Tanypodinae
MCI = 5 

Tanytarsus 
MCI = 3 

Cryptochironomus 
MCI = 3

Lobodiamesa 
MCI =5

Maoridiamesa 
MCI = 3 

Harrisius 
MCI = 6

Orthocladiinae 
MCI = 2 

Parochlus 
MCI = 8 

Other 
Podonominae BIODIVERSITY OF FRESHWATER 

ORGANISMS 

Figures from Boothroyd (unpubl.) and Stark & Winterbourn (2000). Guide to the aquatic insects of New Zealand. Bulletin of the Entomological Society of NZ 13: 73–18. 

Thick black collar
on back margin of
head 

YES

Mentum concave anteriorly 

NO

Antennae 5-segmented 

YES

YES

NO

Paralabial plates 
 present & 
 with  
striations 

Antennae  
arise from  
pedicels 

YES

NO Mentum  
concave 
anteriorly 

YES

NO
Antennae 6-

gmented; 
 mentum with  
16 teeth 

Paucispinigera 
MCI = 6 

YES

Mentum with 
14 teeth; 
median teeth 
paired 

YES

NO

NO

YES

Polypedilum 
MCI = 3 

Mentum with median & 1st

lateral teeth similar in size;
parlabial plates with smooth
anterior margins 

Chironomus 
MCI = 1

NO Other Chironomini 
No MCI score 

YES

Quick-guide to New Zealand freshwater Chironomidae larvae 

Antenna segment
#3 annulated 
emandib
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se


