
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quick guide to New Zealand Dytiscidae (adults) 
Prepared by Brian Smith (2007) 
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Dytiscus 

Is the scutellum 
clearly visible, & 
beetle >5 mm? 

Onychohydrus 

 
 

YES 

head & body 
uniformly black 

Rhantus 

Lancetes 

Copelatus 

Do the elytra have fine, 
longitudinal grooves & 
beetle ≤6 mm?  

YES 

NO 

NO 

continued 
overleaf 

reddish brown beetle 

elytra with  
yellow 

 & blackish  
mottling  

 

 

 

 

 

elytra with fine grooves 

NO 

YES 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

Do the elytra have 
yellow & blackish 
longitudinal stripes? 

 

beetle >8 mm 

A very large black beetle (up to 30 
mm) with a yellowish margin 
around body? 

 

Is the body length 
>12 mm? 

 

scutellum 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kuschelydrus 

Huxelhydrus 

Hyphydrus 

Antiporus 

Phreatodessus 

Liodessus 

Are eyes present & 
long erect setae 
absent from the 
body? 

ventral surface sparsely 
punctured 

eyeless, beetles with 
erect setae; ground water 

specialists, <3 mm 

head capsule rounded 
anteriorly 

head capsule straight anteriorly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

YES 

Are the dorsal & 
ventral surfaces 
uniformly punctured? 

Is the pronotum 
constricted 
posteriorly? 

Does the common 
boundary of the 
pronotum & elytra 
have distinct 
grooves? 

continued 
from previous 

page 

Is the 4th segment of 
the fore-tarsus much 
shorter than the 3rd? 

 

 
ventral surface punctures 

 
posterior constriction 

groove 

 

 

3rd  
4th  

fore-tarsus 

fore-tarsus 

3rd  
4th  

tarsal claw  

tarsal claw  
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