Quick guide to New Zealand aquatic Coleoptera families (adults)

Prepared by Brian Smith (2007)

Are dorsal & ventral
compound eyes present?

Is the antenna
simple, lacking a
club?
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Taihoro Nukurangi

Gyrinidae
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Dytiscidae
see separate
quick guide
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Is the antennae 11-
segmented, body
oval/streamlined, & first
abdominal segment
divided by the hind leg

Elmidae

coxae?
I
NO
Do the elytra cover all
|—> but one abdominal
segment?
NO

elytra ‘shortened’,
abdomen exposed
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Hp- Staphylinidae

Is the beetle minute (<3 mm) & the

v

antennal club with 5 segments?

NO

antennal club 3
segmented; beetle
usually dome-like in

lateral view

Hydraenidae

Hydrophilidae
see separate
quick guide
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Typical adult Taihoro Nukurangi
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