
Talitridae
Makawe spp.

P. exacavatum
estuarine, widespread

P. lucasi
found in truly 
freshwaters
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Is antenna 1 as long 
as antenna 2?

Go to Key 2

C. enderbyensis

C. minuta

C. mihiwaka

C. rivertonensis
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Paracorophium

Chiltonia

NO

Is the telson a thin 
plate attached at one 
end; not thick & fleshy 
attached along more 
than half-way along 
the ventral surface?

Is the telson cleft 
distally?

Is the posterior margin of 
coxa 2 excavate 
proximally, with distinct 
triangular process?

Does uropod 3 have dorsal & 
apical spines, & is the  telson 
distally rounded, as wide as 
long?

Is gnathopod 2 
segment 4 produced as 
a long, protruding lobe 
with dense, long 
setae?
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YES

telson

telson

segment 4

P. lucasi is not widespread & is 
extremely difficult to distinguish 

from P. excavatum

gnathopod 2

gnathopod 2

segment 4

segment 4

antenna 1

antenna 2

antenna 1

This Quick guide was funded by Terrestrial and Freshwater Biodiversity Information System (TFBIS) programme number 194.



NO

Are pereopods 5-7 
second segment not 
widened, or expanded; 
pleopods feeble, 
unbranched?

P. fluviatilis

P. karitane

P. compactus

P. winterbourni

P. caeruleus complex
further identification 
impractical at present

P. subterraneus complexgo to key 3

Is pereopod 7 dactyl straight, ≥0.5 
length of segment 6, with distal tuft 
of long setae; accessory flagellum 
lacking; eye c. 0.3 height of head?

Ringanui

Is antenna 1-2 sub-
equal in length; 
gnathopod 1 palmar
spine >0.5 dactyl 
length; gnathopod 2 
segment 6 shorter than 
gnathopod 1 segment 6?

R. koonuiroa

R. toonuiiti
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Paraleptamphopidae

Is gnathopod 1 larger than 
2, segment 6 much larger 
than 5?

Paracrangonyx

Are the coxae just 
contiguous; coxae 5-7  
with strong ventral 
and distal spines; 
uropod  3 outer ramus 
c. 3x peduncle 
length?

Paracalliope

Are the lateral cephalic lobes rounded; 
male gnathopod 2 dactyl exceeding 
palmar defining spines; telson tapered 
distally, slightly longer than wide?

NO
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NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

Paraleptamphopus

Does uropod 2 inner ramus 
extend as far posteriorly as 
uropod 1 & coxae 1-4 
deeper than broad; body 
usually darkly pigmented, 
eye usually present?

Is the telson entire 
or notched, not 
divided into two 
more or less 
discrete lobes?

distal tuff 
of setae

head & 
antenna

eyes absent

2nd segment

pereopod

2nd segment 
of pereopod

telsons

telsons

gnathopod 1

segment 6

gnathopod 1gnathopod 2

palmar spine



Are antenna 1 segment 1-
2 subequal in length & 
each as long as head; 
accessory flagellum 
conspicuous?

Paramoera sp.

Are gnathopods 1-2 
article 6 similar in 
size & shape, palms 
very oblique; body 
unpigmented?

P.  fragilis

Does antennae 1 
accessory flagellum 
have 2 articles; 
antenna 2 articles 4-5 
setae shorter than 
article widths?

P.  helmsi

Does antennae 1 
accessory flagellum 
have 7 articles; 
gnathopod 2 article 6 
ovate, widest at 
midpoint, palm 
convex?

P.  waipoua

P.  propinquus
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Guide to the typical body plan of Amphipoda

07/11

This Quick guide was funded by Terrestrial and Freshwater Biodiversity 
Information System (TFBIS) programme number 194.


