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Irrigation Insight Programme

tools and knowledge?

ools are under development for testing and refining in the final years of the
airy farmers in the Canterbury region are trialling the prototype tools.

What irrigation approach
fits my farm?

Should I irrigate today? How variable is my farm?

Incorporates soil properties, Combines soil water
current soil moisture, measurements from a
future rainfall and mobile soil moisture sensor
evapotranspiration, and costs and NIWA'’s high-resolution
of irrigation to help farmer weather forecast to provide
choose when and how they a site-specific 6-day soil
irrigate moisture forecast

Designed to help farmers
make strategic irrigation
decisions such as
scheduling approaches and
infrastructure development




Using the schedullng tool:
three pllot farmer case studles ‘
PILOT FARMER TWO

Farm challenge: Irrigation limited by water supply

Rain/imgation (mm)
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FARMER INSIGHTS

= The Insight plot helps to see how quickly the soil profile dries up
FARMER INSIGHTS between irrigations and rainfall events

Irrigations must be carefully managed due to the limited access to
water

With limited water availability, centre pivots are better suited to
keep the soil moist than roto-rainers and guns.

FARMER INSIGHTS
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FARMER ACTION

PILOT FARMER THREE

FARM FACTS

Farm challenge: Irrigation hardware limits

FARMER INSIGHTS
Irrigation frequency is limited by irrigator availability

By altering the irrigation amount, the farmer was able to keep the
water in the root zone without causing drainage.

FARMER ACTION
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Components of an Insight plot
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Find out more at www.irrigationinsight.co.nz ‘
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